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R now we need not fear, to 
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ain, or to ſleep a while in 
Bed of Duſt; when we certainl 
know, that we hall quickly be a- 
wakened , by the Life- giving 
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Voice of our Redeemer, fo ehold 


the Face of God in Righteouſ- 


IFE is good in it ef, and 


ath is as evil: But as it 
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ſtands now in the Covenant o f | 


Grace, and hath its Malignant 
lluck't out by the Death | 
Son of Gol, fo it is good | 


Sting pluck 
N the 
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1 this Con ſolation belongs 
not to all promiſcuouſly, but 
only to the declared Sons of God 
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by Regeneration, and the Spirit 
| of Holineſs working in them. 

| We muſt experimentally under- 

ſtand the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 

as it is declared in the Language 
of the Holy Ghoſt; which con- 


| J fiſts of two Parts, the Work of 

God without us, and the Work 

" | of God within us: As ta the © 
former, the Apoſile tells us, 

that God was in Chriſt, re- 

: conciling the World unto 


_ 5 himſelf,” not imputing their 
reſpaſſes And for the latter, . 
the Scriptures ſpeak of a New 

” | Birth, Chriſt formed in us, 

| arpeculiar Teaching of God, 


the Writing of the Law 1n 
our Hearts, the Love of God 
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in us, and a Well of Water 
| fpringing up to Everlaſting _ 
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Life. All which put together, L 
and weighed in the Balance of in 
| I of a ſerious ꝓudgment, will make por 


us ſenſible, that there muſt be rot 
a great and mighty Change upon | 
our Hearts; that we muſt dye 
to Sin and all Unrighteouſneſs, 9 
tro the Power of the Holy C. 
_ Ghoſt; and that all that is in 
5 the World (as the Beloved in 
Diſciple ſpeaks ) the Luſt of | 
; the Fleſh, the Luft of the 
3 yes, and the Pride of Life, , 
I muſt be mortify'd ; that we may t 
. have Eternal Life abiding in 
: us. All this is the ſole Work a 
of God upon us, in the Exer- | | 
ciſe of the higheſt Mercy, Love | 


and Grace, and makes way for t. 
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theSoul's Co-operating with him, 
n the working out our Sal- 
I vation, 


PFE 


% 1 


ion, and making our Cal- 
ing and Election ſure: Which 
ronſiſts in the Suſcitation of Grace 
confer'd upon us, and the Mor- 


ti ſication of Sin in us, by the 


Croſs of Chriſt; and conſe- 


quently, in aur conforming to 
Chriſt, in his Life, Death 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion 
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into Heaven. 8 


SOME make a greater and 
ſwifter Progreſs in this Work, 
than others do; according to the 
Meaſures of Grace vouchſaf t, 
and their Diligence and Watch- 
1 fulneſs in this grand Concern f 
Life. But, O Miſerable Souls, 
that remain alienated from the 
7 Life of God! Who are unac- 
quainted with the Power and 
birit 
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1 of the Goſpel upon their Hearts 3 
3 whom all the moſt holy Precepts, © 
the moſt precious Promiſes, and 


= the aſtoniſhing Love of the Re- 3 
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5 deemer, with all the Charms of ſe 


Goſpel | Mercy, do no more af- ; 
fect, than they do the deaf Ad- 
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T O dye is as natural as to 4 


be 
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be born, but to dye well is from 
b It 
: the Grace of God. And there- © 
> © fore, our great Work is to look | he 
cout after this Grace, to get E- 
ternal Life began in us, by the 


Knowledge of the Father | ” 


and the Son: And to live ac- | 
E cording to the Rules of this Life. | 
lb And if it be indeed, our Care to 
1 live up to our holy Profe fron, 17 
* we lean upon our beloved Lord in 
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Dedicatory. I 
1g up out of the Wilder- + | 
this World, if we look k 


: ' Dig | from the things which are : 


ſeen, to the Things which are = 


Prot fon, if we mate ro greet 
Account of Worldly Proſperity | 
or Adverſity, and if we take up : 


our Croſs, and deny our ſelves, _ 
and do all this from the con- 

| ſtraining Love of Chriſt, then 
the Bitterneſs of Death will be 
wonderfully allayd, and this 
. | Officer, hich ſeem'd to be the © 
"| Lidor of the Lam, with its Faſ- | 
ces of Rods and Ares, will ap- 

| pear in the Glaſs of the Goſpel 

to he the Mediator's Servant 
and ours alſo for Jeſus fake. 
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Then this unknown Paſſage into 2 
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J | the World of Light, will not 
ſeem ſo dark and terrible, but. 
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Death of all the faithful hall 
ome time before the end; N 
all be ſuch a palpable | 
nd ſenſible Union, between the | 
Heavenly and Earthly Nature, | 
hat Death ſhall be as a pleas 


ſant Paſſage to an higher 
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HOW precious in the 
figh of the Lord, is the 
Death of theſe Saints of his? 
who dye in feſus, who dye 
at God's Command, as Moſes 
did, and that moſt. willingly; 
1 dye that they may live 
with Chriſt, having in their 
Minds the pleaſant 1 houghts 


of ceaſing from Sin for ever. 
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wers much upon the Heart of 

| your Good Father: He deſirs 

ed to be plentifully Baptiſed A 

with the Holy Ghoſt. And _ 

| ſuch conſtant Deſirer, do much _ 

contribute to the making of a 

Good Man, better. Bleſſed are 
they, that hunger and thirſt 

after Righteouſneſs, for 

they ſhall be filled. The 

5 Diary f his Life containing I 

e || the moſt remarkable Piovi- ; 
| dences of God towards him, 
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and the State of his own 1 

Soul, for about Fifty Tears, 

| ſhews that he was not a 

Stranger to the moſt Excel- :\ 
lent and Vſeful Work of 4 
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BUI as to the Grace o 
Jod beſtowed on him, how it 
wrougßt in him, and how love- | 
ly it render d him in Life and 


wen ſome Ac- 


Death, I have given 
be of the fol- 


ern 
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| count in the C 


lowing Diſcourſe. 
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= WHICH 6 i pop te 4 
you by right of Primogeni- | 
ture, and alſo on the Account 
of your earneſt Deſire of its | 
1 Publication, which I took as an 


1 Argument of your Piety to- 


F wards your Deceaſed Father: 
| (to uſe a Word firſt uſed by the 
. Heathen Moraliſts in our pre- 
F ſent ſenſe of it, and afterwards 
aadopted by the Apoſtle into the 
5 1 
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Next o he New . Teſtament, 
Saad Baptiſed Chriſtian) and © 
erefore was willing to comply 
with your juſt Requeſt, it being 
part of the Juſta due to 
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THAT mbich remains 
Dur art dot hat you he aFollower 5 
Him, and al 
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ther the Saints 
| of God, who thro" Faith and 
Patience inherit the Promiſes. 
For you cannot do your ſelf or 
him a greater Honour, than By 
ſtanding up in your Fathers 
| ſtead, in the ſtrict Profeſſion = 
f Pure and Undehiled Re- 
ligion. And thus, the Loſs 
the Church ſuſtains by his 
Death, will bz made up in your 
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PS ALM xxxvii. 37. 


Mark the perfect Man, and 
behold the upright: for the 
end of that Man is Peace. 


. 


BELIEVE there are not many 
in this Aſſembly ſo far Strangers 
to the late Providence of God - 
amongſt us, that I ſhould need 


to give an Account of the Choice of MM 
this Subject. = 
| WE have loſt a Neighbour, 1 
Friend, a Brother, with whom we 
I lately convers d, Took ſweet Counſel, _ 
and went into the Houſe of God iin 7 
Company, with the Voice of Foy and 


Praiſe. We Prayed together, we Sang 
togerher, and we ſhewed forth the | 
Lord's Death together: But now. alas! 
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his place is empty, and twill know him 
again no more; he ſhall Worſhip no 
more in this manner. nor Drink no 
more of the Fruit of the Vine, till be 
Wink it new with Chriſt in the Fa- 2 
tber's Kingdom. All Societies here on 
Earth, whether Family, Civil, or Sa. 
cred, muſt diſſolve to fill up the Ho- l 
ly, the Catholick, and Indiſlolvable, 2 
Society above. = 
IND EE D, had the Holy Will of 
God in his Decrees. agreed with the RF - 
Prayers and Deſires of many of his 
Faithful People, we ſhould have had 
other Work to do this Day, than that 
we are now called to. | = 
BUT as it is not fit that we ſhould 
diſpoſe of our ſelves, ſo much leſs 
of others, as to the great Concern of | 
Life and Death. Ir is the peculiar # 
Glory of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to wear 
1 the Keys of Death and the inviſible 
r State ar his own Side. He i is moſt 
—_ meet for it, and worthy of it. And 
1 this is moft Comfortable to us; for 
If Infinite Power, Wiſdom and Love will 
diſpoſe all Things {or the belt. 
* A GOOD Man, therefore, ſnhould ; 
= - not defire Life for himſelf, or for the | 
= deareſt Friend or Relation in the whole 
= World, one Hour beyond Chriſt's Ap. F 1 
1-7 | ne A 
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Miſeries, and that at Death we ſhould 
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ointment, be it ſooner or later; for f 
this ceftainly is the beſt time: and if we | 
think not ſo, we ſhew ſo little Eſteem. =_ 
and Reverence of the Lord Jeſus, of 3 
his Goodneſs, Authority and Wiſdom, | 
ſo little Reſignation to him, and De- 
fire of his Preſence, that we may juſt- 


ly fear, for this very reaſon, that our 
defired long Lite ſhalt be fil”d with 


want that Comfort and Joy, that is 
uſually the Portion of Refigned Souls. 
THE Number of the EleR is al- 
ways the fame; but the Number of 
Believers is always increaſing, till the 
Myſtical Body of Chriſt is perfected. b 
And as ſome are brought into te Y 
Kingdom of Grace, ſo others are : 
removed to the Kingdom of Glory. z 
Hence the Conſideration of the Death ” 
of the Faithful, hath more of Comfort 
than Sorrow in it; which is alſo fur- 
ther confirmed by the Text : Mark 
the perfect Man, and behold the up- | 
rigbt; for the end of that Man is 
. „ - 
| THE Argument of this Pſalm is 
much the ſame with that of the 73d. 
but there is much difference in the 
Temper of David in this Pſalm, from 
that of A ſaph in the Other. For he ver. 2. 13. 
B 2 was 
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was under ſore Temptation on the 
account of the Proſperity of the Wick- | 
ed, and the Afflictions of the Righte- 
ous, He had almoft given up Reli- 
gion as a vain Thing; and therefore 
he ſpeaks of himſelf, and writes pri- 
marily for his own uſe. But David 
is very ſedate and compoſed, free 
from Temptation himſelf, and writes 
for the uſe of thoſe, whoſe Faith * 
might be ſhaken by the Difficulties of 
Divine Providence.  _ EL 
HIS main Scope is to demonſtrate 
this great Truth, That, whatever Co- 
lours or Appearances there are to the 
contrary, 1t always goeth well with the 
righteous, and always ill with the 
wicked. It is a great Queſtion, who 
is the Happy Man; The Opinion of 
the World is, It is he that acquires 
the greateſt Riches, Honour and Pow- | 
er, and after a late Enjoyment of 
them in Health and Peace, doth leave 
them to a numerous Oft-ſpring. Bur 
the Judgment of thoſe which are 
Taught of God is far otherwiſe ; they 
lay, Bleſſed is the Man whom thou 


Pl. 112. 1. chyſeſt, and cauſelt to approach unto 
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thee. And bleſſed is the Man that fear- 
eth the Lord, that delighteth greatly in 
bis Commandments, And this is the 

| 1 Account 
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Account the P/a/mift gives in the Text, 
| Mark the perjett Man, &c. 

HERE, in general, we may obſerve 

(for the ſence of the Words leads ta it) 

hat a true Eſtimate cannot be made 

| of any Perſon's Happineſs, without ta- 


| rable, ſo is he. The rich Senſualiſt 
in the Goſpel ſeem'd Happy, but was 
{ Miſerable; and poor Lazarus ſeem” 

| Miſerable, and yet was Happy; be- 
cauſe in the End one was ſent to Hell, 
| and the other was carried by Angels 
into Abrabant's Boſom:. 

WHEN the Spirit of God faith, 
| Mark the perfect Man, and behold the 
1 He doth not mean two Per- 
ſons, but one and the ſame; as appears 
by the cloſe of the Words, The End of 
that Man is Peace. 

THE Do&rine that I ſhall infiſt 
upon from the Words, is this, That 
| the Man who js perſett and upright in 
his Life, ſhall be Happy and Bleſſed in 
his Death. © | f 

IN the opening of this, I will 
© ſhew you. EE, | 


I. Who they are that are Charafte- 
_ riz'd by theſe Titles, the Per- 
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7 AP 


king in his End. If his End be Hap- Luke 16.rg, 
y he is Happy; if his End be Mile- 15e. 
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elt and Upright: Or, open theſe ( 
Characters to you. N 

| * k 

B II. The Peace and Bleſſednefs of tb 
Perfect in their Death. © 8 

J 


25 III. The Relation this Perfection 
HhHuatb to our final Bleſſedneſs : And 


then, | . os 


0: Come to the Application. 


1. Firſt, FOR the Characters Per- 
fe and Upright; they are equivalent, 
and the latter is exegetical of the for- 


PPP Gen : 


18 mer: So that it is not abſolute Per- 
= fection that is meant, but ſuch as con- 
i j | fits in Integrity of Heart. For there 
1 zs a two-fold Perfection mention'd in 
EI Scripture; Legal and Evangelical. 


The Legal is a compleat Conformity 
tothe Law of God, in every tittle of it. 

Gal. 3. 10. It is a continuing in all Things that are 
written in the Book of the Law, to do 

them. Such was the PerfeQion of our 

firſt Parents in their Primitive State, 
Eccleſ. 7. 29. God made Man Upright. 


e e 


Such is the Perfection of the Elect An- 

Feb. 7. 26. gels, and the Spirits of juſt Men made | 
perfect. Though never any but our | 
rd Jeſus, perform'd a Life of perfect 
Obedience 
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Obedience here on Earth. It was he 5 


\ 


only that was Holy, Harmleſs and um: Heb. 


defiled, and ſeparate from Sinners. 


And he was manifeſted to take away our 
| Sins, and in him was no Sin, 1 John 


- THIS, therefore, cannot be the Per- 


fection here meant; for there is great 


Imperfection in all our Services that 


we preſent to God. What Sincere Be- 
Iiever doth not mourn over his Unbe- 
lief? Which of the Children of God, 


when they are moſt Obedient to their 


| Heavenly Father, do not mourn over 
their Diſobedience? Doth not the : 
Church ſay, I am Black, but Comely, as Cant. 1. 
the Tents of Kedar, as the Curtains of 


* 


7. 26. 


5. 


Solomon? And doth not Job ſay, If I Job 9. 39» 


waſh my ſelf with Snow-water, and 31 


make my Hands never jo clean; yet 


halt thou plunge me in the Ditch, and 


mine own Cloaths ſhall abhor me 2 
Our beſt Duties have ſo much of Sin 
in them, as would expoſe us to the 


Anger of God, if he did nor gracioully 
pardon and accept us in the Beloved. _ 


2. Secondly, THERE is an Evan- 
gelical Perfection. This is attributed 


to the Children of God in the preſent 
State They are never ſaid ro be with- 
out Sin, yet they are ſaid to ay pe 
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| Phil. 3. 15. fect, Let as many az arc perfect be thus 

minded. And God himſelf gives this 

Character of Job, that he was a per- 

felt and 7 <1 Man, &c. And yet 

none of theſe were abſolutly Perfect 

For the Apoſtle confeſſeth, that he. 

oo had not attained, that he was not al. 
13. ready 5 that he did not count 
| himſelf to have apprebended; but was 
reaching forward to the Things which 
Job. 3. arebefore. And Fob, notwithſtanding his 

honourable Character, falls into ſuch 

exceſſes of Paſſion, that he curſeth the 

Day of his Birth, and that not in a 

3 ſudden raſh Expreſſion or two, but in 

24 ſet Diſcourſe. This Perfection, then 
4ccording to the Language of Scripture, 

f ftgnihies nothing elſe but Sincerity of 

| Grace, or Truth in the inward Man, | 

PC. 51. 6. Let us then conſider the i 
Perfection of Grace in the Saints, in | 

the preſent State, from whence they 

are denomirared Perfect. 

1. THERE is an eſſential Perfection. 

The Eſſence is that which doth bound 

each Species or Sort of Things, we- 

ther Natural or Moral, and conlſe- 

\ ..__ quently diſtinguiſhes it from Things 

- of any other fort. So the Eſſential Per- 

fection of Grace, is that by which it 

is diftinguiſh'd from all that is Coun- 

. 5 terfeit, 
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truly SanQify'd. Chriſt diſtinguiſhes | ; 
thus; Oy/ in our Lamps, and Ol in our CO 2 
PVeſſele. If there be any thing wanting 
in any Profeſſor, that belongs to the 
Eſſence of Grace, he cannot be numbred 
= amongſt the Saints: If he ſhould be ne- 
ver ſo ſtrict an Obſerver of the Com- 
mandments of God, and had not true 
Faith in the Lord Jeſus, he could not 
have the Denomination of a perfect 
Man. Chriſt would lay to him, Ore 


= Thing thou lackeſt, Again, it he had 


all Faith, 7z. e. all the Doctrine of Faith'  » 
in his Head, together with a miraculous 
Faith, ſo as to remove Mountains, yet 
i he hath not Chariy, it will profit h 
nothing; for his Profeſſion is but a meer 
= Noiſe, and he himſelt a ſounding Braſs, 


ww” 
; 1 Cor. 13. 
Iz * 3+ 


and a rinkling Cymbal. Therefore, we 


2X ſhoald diligently examine our State, 
that we may ſee whether we can find 
= thoſe Things in us, which do neceſſarily 


and infallibly accompany Salvation. 


Indeed, the real Eſſence of Things is un- 


known to us; but the Properties are 


known; we know not the Subſtance of 


Gold, but the Properties of it are ob- 
vious. It is Yellow, Fufible, Malleable, 
Fixt and Weighty in a great propo:ricn 


to its Bulk. So Grace, as it is infuſed by the 


Spirit of God in Regeneration, cannot be 
5 3 known 


teffeit, and from the inferiour Work of  _ 
the Holy Ghoſt, in thoſe that are not 
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teacheth, that Medicinal Grace confilts in 
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is this, That it is diffuſive. 


known, and yet the Properties of it cannot 
be hid. I ſhall, therefore, conſider the Pro- 
perties of ſincere Grace, and they are theſe. 


(.) IT is a Principle that gives the 
Soul its ffrſt Motion towards God, and 


continues it. Tis the Soul's Inclination 


to an infinite and uncteated Good, which 
is now the beloved Object, tho no ways 


ſuitable or pleaſing; before. There is a 
great Diſtance between God and us, in 
our natural State: we are ſeparated by 
the vaſt Gulph of Sin, and cannot be 
brought near, but by the Grace of the 
Redeemer in Reconciliation and Regene- 
ration: By the former the Enmity is 
removed, and by the latter there is ſuch 
a Nature infuſed, that diſpoſeth us to 
draw near to God, and to delight in him, 
as our Portion. Hence, St. Auſtin rightly 


a Spiritual Suavity or DeleQation, which 
is a good Comment upon P/al. 110. 3. 
Thy People ſhall be willing in the Day of 
zy Power. This ſalves the Liberty of 
the Will, in a Sinner's Converſion unto 
God, yea, eſtabliſheth it. 

(2.) Another Property of ſincere Grace 
The King- 


dom of Heaven (faith our Saviour) 7s like 
unto Leaven, which a Woman took and 
hid in three Meaſures of Meal, till the 
whole was leavened. Mat. 13. 33. By 
the Kingdom of' Heaven is meant the- 

8 Grace” 
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| A Fune rat Sermm. "i 
Grace of God in his People; this paſſeth - Bl 


thro' ell the Faculties, and makes use 
| Holy in Soul, and Body, and Spirit. The | 
| more precious any Ointment or Perfume 

is, the more it doth diffuſe it ſelf. This 

Obſervation the Evangeliſt makes, in Th 


recording the memorable Paſſage of Ma- 
ry's anointing our Saviour's Feet, John 
12. 3. Then took Mary a pound of Oint- 
ment, of Spikenard, very coſtly, and a- 
nointed the Feet of Feſus,—— and the © 
Houſe was filled with the Odor of the 


Ointment. Noting to us the preciouſ- \ MN 

J neſs of the Ointment, from its rich and 

| diffuſive ſmell: ſuch is the Nature of 

) ſincere Grace, it fills the whole Soul, 

„ yea, many times overflows in Conver= 

b ſation, that the whole Company is ſen- 

1ſible of the Savour of it. 1 

\ (3.) IT s deſtructive to thecarnal an 

« ſenſual Principle in Believers. Man natu- 

rally is a Vain, Proud, Selfiſh and aſſuming 

f Creature: But when Grace takes Poſleſ- = 

> Fon of the Soul and ruleth there, then = 
2 theſe vicious Inclinations are not onyx 

E curbed, but ſubdued and mortify'd. It Mp 

makes us ſtoop low, that we may en 

ter into the Kingdom of Heaven; and to = 

d think meanly of our ſelves, our own 

Strength and Righteouſneſs, that Chriſt 

alone may bear the Glory: and to forego | 

e our own Intereſt for the Glory and In- 

& KF zcrelt of our Lord and Saviour. See 
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2 A Funeral Sermon. 
| how it Vought. inthe Centurion: Lord, 
Marth, 3. 8. (ſays he), I am not v0rthy that thou | 
Jſhouldeſt come under my Roof And in 
Eph. 3.8, the bleſſed Paul; To = who am leſs. 
than the ag of all Saints, is this Grace | 
1 cor. 15. 16 £10en, NC. And again, 1 laboured more | 
1 abundanily than they all, yet not 1, but 
4 the Grace of God which was with me. 
| Here it depreſſeth Pride and Vain Glo- 
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| - Ph. . 2. ry. In another place he ſayeth, Io me 
1 to Live is Chrift. i. e. My Life is for 
it Chriſt's Intereſt and Service, yea, Death 
. 20. 24: £00: Neither count I my Life dear unto 
"Pi - my ſelf, ſo that 1 might finiſh my Courſe 
1 (| | with Foy, and the Miniftry which I haue 
1 received of the Lord Feſus, to teſtify the 
1 Goſpel of the Grace of Cod. Here it de- 
47 preſſeth Selfiſnneſs, and that in the moſt 
= 7 admirable manner : for what is dearer 
1 than Life? and yet the Apoſtle doth not 
17 count it dear, but is ready and willing 
1 tTtolayit down, when ever his Lord and 
1 Maaſter mould require it. 
1 4.) IT is a conſtant and indeficient 
It John 4. 14. 2 2 of Holy Acting and Living. The 
1 Waters which I 15 ide him, ſhall be in 
1 him a Well of I. ater, ſpringing up- into 
\'F Everlaſting. Liſe. By Waters is meant, a 
| 10 Principle of Grace wrought in the Soul 
© || by the Holy Ghoſt, this Chriſt tells us 
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A ſhall never Gl; "Tis not as a Land Flood 
bh, but as a Living Spring, not as a Cilter, 
but as 3 Fountain that never drieth u E el 
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true Grace are all of a piece, and in Prof- 
perity and Adverſity, they hold the ſame 


change his Religion ag Men do their Fa- 


A Funeral Sermon. 


OF rhe four ſorts of Ground men- | 


tion'd by our Saviour in the Parable of . 
the Sower, it is only the laſt, that is 
the good Ground, that brings forth _ 
Fruit to Perfection. Theſe are they who b 
are of a perfect Heart, which our Savi- 

our calls a good and Honeſt Heart: ſome 
others have only a lower Principle, Who ver. an. 
receive the Word with Joy, and in tbe f 
Time of Temptation fall away. When | 
Religion is in Eſteem, then they are of | 
the toremoſt among the Profeſſors of _ * 

the Goſpel: but when Religion expoſeth * - Wl 
to Suffering, then they comply with the =_ 
times, to avoid the Croſs. of Chriſt. 
And this ſhews that Religion hath no 
deep Root in their Hearts. The dowble 9 
minded Man is unſtable in all his wayes ; = 
In his Doctrine, Worſhip, and Practice + © 8 
of Religion. Men may have Fits of | 
Devotion, when they are under Afflicti- 

on or Terrours of Conſcience; but when 

theſe are over, they relapſe into their 
former Courſe of Sin. But they that have | 


23 


a 


Courſe. In a Word, a ſincere Chriſtian 
deſires to know the whole Mind of God, 

and to do the whole Will of God. He | 
aimes at Perfection, according to the 
Rule of Chriſt. Be you perfect, as your 


Heavenly Father is perfetf. He doth not 
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ions, but is conſtant and uniform in 
his Obedience. He doth not only com- 
ply with ſome Precepts that are more 
eaſy, but Hath a reſpect to all God's Com. 
mandme nie. 


l 5 holy Principle of Grace 
carries the Soul towards Heaven. If we 


. are riſen with Chriſt, we cannot but ſet 
our Affections on Things above, where 
_ Chriſt is at God's Right Hand. *Tis of 


an Heavenly Original, and therefore we 
are {aid to be born from above *: and 


for this reaſon, it will carry back the 


Soul, from whence it doth proceed. 


Some good Degree of Heavenly Mind- 


edne$ is eſſential to Goſpel Perfection: 
And therefore, this hath been the Deſcri- 
ption of the Saints of God in the Old Te- 
ſtament ſtate, and the new. But zow, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, They deſire a better Country, 
that is an Heavenly: Wherefore God is not 
aſhamed to be called their God: for he hath 


prepared for them a City. And as for 


the Saints of the New Teſtament, the 


Apoſtle lets us know what their Temper 
and Character is, Phil. 4. 20. Our Con. 
ver ſation is in Heaven, from whence we 


Took for the Saviour, the Lord Feſus 


* 


2. THERE is an Integral Perfection 


in exvery Child of God, which conſiſts in 
tte entire Combination of all the Graces 
of the Holy Ghoſt, There js a Unity, 


and 


er ood fan 2%: fo 


—— "XN UAat Sermon; - 4 
and yet variety of Grace. All Graces © © = 
together make but one new Nature, r 
one new Man; but this new Man hnatngn I 
various Members, which are diſtinguiſh'd 
by their Objects. Therefore, where there 
is one Grace in Truth, there are all the 
| Graces of the Spirit; though a Chriſti- 
an may be more eminent in one Grace 
than another; as Moſes in Meekneſs, 
Job in Patience, and Abraham in Faith. 
And herein, there is a great difterence be- 
tween Spiritual Gifts and ſaving Grace. 

As for Spiritual Gifts they are ſeparable. | 
Jo one is given by the Spirit the Word of |, cor. 128 
Wiſdom, to another the Word of Know- > _ 

ledge by the ſame Spirit, &c. But it is no 
where ſaid, to one is given the Grace ß 
Faith, to another the Grace of Love, to 
another Hope, and ro another Fear by. © 
the ſame Spirit. For the Holy Ghoſt. | 
doth not divide theſe ſcuerally to every” v 1. 
Man as be will, but gives them conjun- 
Aly to all the called of God. We 
are plainly taught in the Word of God, | 
that where one of theſe is, all the reſt 
are to be found. The Apoſtle tells us, 
the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Foy, Peace, gal. 5, 42. 
 Long-ſuffering , Gentleneſs , Goodneſs, 
Faitb, Meekneſs, Temperance, &c. inti- 
mating where one is, there all the reſt 
are; tor it is not ſaid the Fruits, but the 
Fruit of the Spirit are Love, Cc. So a- 
gain, when the Apoſtle Peter requires 
| | | us f 
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_ cludes with theſe memorable Words, I, 
theſe be in you and abound, they make you 
that ye ſhall neither be barren, nor un. 
fruit ſul in the Knowledge of our Lord 
Feſus Chrift : Which Words, do not only 
note to us the. Uſefulneſs of all thoſe 
Graces mention'd, but do alſo connote 
the inſeparable Union of each with the 
reſt. I net neceſſary that any one 
ſhould e n the Gifts of the Spirit, 


Y 


for uh is wanting in one may be ſup- 


Ply d frem another; and God would 
have it fo, that his People might have 


# 


mutual Dependence, Care and Love. God 
cor. 12. hath tempered the Body togethe 


but that the Members ſhould hade the 
ſame Care one for another. But for the 
SS  . Graces oi the Spirit, there muſt be each 
EE of theſe in every Chriſtian, otherwiſe 


1 of Chriſt in them. 


II. I COME now to the Second 
13 . . General; To ſhew you, IWhat is the ble/- 


Man. By End is meant two Things: 
1. Death. 2. The State that follows 
upon Death. It is not the former alone, 


7 


many 
To # ig a 8 3 
* 5 W * 


7. 5 us 70 add to our Faith, Virtue, &c. he con- 


need of one another; that there might be 


24,259 That there ſhould be noSchiſm in the Body ; 
= 14 there would not be the compleat Image 
fed and peaceable End of the perfect 


or ſimply that is here meant: For as 
to Death it ſelf, the ſincere Chriſtian hath 


A Funeral Sermon, 727 
many times no Advantage above the Hy: 
ocrite ; they die by the ſame Diſeaſes, + 


and have the ſame Pain and Difficalty in 
their Diſſolutions : For all things come a- +» 


like to all, there is one Event to the 8 
Righteous and to the Wicked: Yea, the 
wicked may have ſome Pre- eminence a- =» 


bove the Righteous : they may have no 


Bands in their Death, and the er may | 
have 4 hard and lingeringg The 


# 
— 


;olpellet t 
die with the hope of Heads 
Child of God may leave the World in i 
much Darkneſs of Spirit, and Fear of | 
Hell. God may hide his Face in the 7 
time of Death from his own People, as 

he did from his own Son, who cryed 4 
out, My God, my God, why haſt thou 


M REY „„ 


* 


YET it muſt be acknowledged that 1 
God doth vouchſafe ſuch an happy and 
comfortable Death to ſome of his Boop le, 
and ſuch an abundant Entrance into his 9 
everlaſting Kingdom, that they taſte of 

the Joys of Heaven, while they are taſt- | 
ing the Bitterneſs of Death. The Ago- 9 
nies of Death have been ſwallowed up 5 
in the Rapturous Triumphs of Faith and 
Love. Excellent was the Grace of God, | 
in this kind, to a late deceaſed Gentle- 1 P. But. 
woman: who being ready to give up her ' 
Soul into the Hands of her Redeemer, I 
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Funeral Sermon. 


ſpake with ſuch achearfbl Air; with ſuch 
a pleaſant Countenance, with that ſtre 
Ol Faith, and with that Clearneſs of Rea-- 
1on y concerning the Things of the King- 
dom of God, and her Intereſt in Chriſt, 
as mightily refreſhed and edify'd all that 
were about her; ſo that it was hard to 
know for the time whether their Sorrow 
But becauſe this is 
all, therefore to find 
of the Perfect and Up- 
"PR we 5 of conſider the State that 
_ follows Upon Death: the End which 
God" hath appointed them: to. And ſo 
though rhey may die in great outward 
Troubles, and in an Eeclipſe of the i- 
> vine Favour, yet they die in Peace, be- 
| cauſe, at Death the Righteous ſhall en 
n. fel inio PacFe. 
s NOW to ſer forth the Bleſſedneſs of 
the Perfect and Upright Perſon, (for all | 
Heavenly Bleſſedneis and Glory is con- 
rained under the Name Peace) I ſhall | 
take my Riſe from the hint we had from 
the Scripture laſt cited, 1/azah 57. 2. and 
the Words of the Apottle in the Epittle 
to the Hebrews, There remaineth a re) 
Feb, + 9. for thè People of God. : | 
* 1. THE perfect and | upright ſhall 
are reſt in Heaven. % 
(I.) THEY ſhall have Freedom fiom | 
all Toil and Wearineſs in the Service of 
God. And this is à great and ee. 
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die Reſt. Though the Work of God bee 
the moſt delightful Work to the Saints, 
when they are in a right Frame; and | 


as the-Apoſtle ſaith, hir Commandments , john 3 3. 
are not grievous, yet the Fleſh is infirm, : 
and therefore we cannot continue in any 
Z holy Exerciſe without Wearineſs. We 
find, when our Saviour wa shere on Earth 
doing the Will of his Father his holy Bo 
dy was wearied with Labour and Travel, 
and needed the Refreſhments of F 
and Reſt. And he ſaith of the Dilgip 


* 


the Spirit 1s willing, but the” Feb is Math 26% 


weak. This is a great Trouble and Grie- 

8 vance to the People of God, and moſt of 
all to the aged and infirm. Our Duties 
— are hindered, the Pleaſures of Religion 
7- much abared, and the Glory of Goſpel j 
"& Worſhip much obſcured, by reaſon of the 
f W Infirmicy of our Fleſh. But in Heaven 
all this ſhall be done away : then ſhall - EY 
- & be no Wearineſs of Body, no Faintnels _ 

nin our natural and vital Spirits, no Fouls - 
n # neſs or Blackneſs in our animal Spirits to 

tincture or burden the Soul. For this | 
© Oeconomy of Nature ſhall ceaſe, For : cor. 15. 
E HeſhandBlood cannotinberit the Kingdom „ .. 
% God, neither can Corruption inberit In- 1 
corruption. And therefore as the Apoſtle 
" I Harther ſaith, IHhir natural Body muſt be 
n i made a ſpiritual Body, and this Corrapti- 
te muſt put on Incorruption, and this 
Mortal maſt put on bnmortality. _ 


24 Funeral Sermon. 
̃. 8.) THEY ſhall be freed from all 
Evils and Afflictions of Body and Spirit. 
There ſhall be no Diſeaſes, Pains, Loſſes, 
or Croſſes, which do attend us here. 
There ſhall be no Sickneſs in the Body, 
no Grief in the Mind, nothing at all to 
create Uneaſineſs. We are born into this 
we World, to enter upon a Life of Sorrows, 
WE Job's. 7. as naturally as the Sparks fly- upwards : 
' | But when we ſhall be born into the invi- 
1 ſible Glorious State, then a Freedom 
from all that is afflicting will be as na- 
tural to us, as Afflictions and Sorrows are 
at preſent. The State of this World is 
ſuch by reaſon of Sin, and the Conſe- 
uents of Sin, and the juſt Ordination of 
God, that Afflictions are natural and ne- 
cellary to us; and the State above is 
ſuch by reaſon of Holineſs, and the wiſe i 
Ordination of God, that all kind of Fe- | 
licity and Comfort will be more natural 
to us, than Afflictions and Sorrows in 
„„ e 
(3.) AS there ſhall be no Affliction in 
Heaven, fo there ſhall be no ſorrowful 
Affection there. When the former 
things are done away, then the former 8 
1 Affections will be done away alſo. Gal fe 
. 21. K. ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, I. 
| and there ſhall be no more Death, neither Ne 
Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there 0 
be any more Pain: for the former Things B 
are paſſed away, Becaule there is no i Ti 
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more Pain and Death, which are the for- 
mer things. Hence it is, that there is 
no ſorrowful Action or A®:Hion more. 
here are no Tears in their Eyes, no 


3 Griet in their Hearts. There ſhall be no 


8 Sorrow for Sin, for there ſhall be no Sin 
there to ſorrow for. There ſhall be no 


* 


Sorrow upon the Account of any fad 
Object, for no ſuch thing ſhall be ſeen 


there; neither ſhall there be any Sorrow 
for Temprations, for Satan ſhall not caſt 


a fiery Dart there. This is the firſt 
thing. , Ts. ©) 


2. THEY are bleſſed in their End, 


for that they enter into the moſt Excel- 
Z lent Place, and Bleſſed Society. Hea- 


ven, it is God's Throne, his Royal Man- 
{ fion, erected for the Glory of His Maje- 
ſty, and the Honour of his Kingdom. 
The Fabrick of it is far ſuperior to all 
the goodly Buildings here on Earth. 


; The Magnificence ot So/omon's Temple 


is but a Shadow of it; yet the Society _ 
is more than the Place. The Commu- 
nion of Saints is a great Privilege here 
on Earth; therefore that of perfected 
Saints in Heaven, (whom we ſhall per- 
fectly love) muſt needs be tranſcendent- 


extendeth not to thee, but to the Saints 
on the Earth, in whom is all my Delight. 
But this Delight is very low in compa- 


Aigner wen * 


„h delightful. David ſaith, my Goodneſs pal. 16 4. 


the Mutual Delight of he 
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above. For here are many Things to al- 


lay the ſweetneſs of Chriſtian Converſa- 
tion, as the Defects of Light and Love, 
to mention no more. But in Heaven 
theſe are perfect; for tis a Kingdom of 


Light and Love, from whence all Igno- 


rance, III-Will, and Alienation of Af 
ection are proſcribed for ever. 5 
3. THEY are bleſſed in their End, 


in that they ſhall have the Preſence and 


Enjoyment of Chriſt the Redeemer, the 
Son of God in our Nature; who ſhall 
be communicating his Glory by that 
Nature to his People for ever. This is 
one great Happineſs of Heaven, elle our 
Saviour had not pray'd, Father, I wil/ 
that they aljo whom thou haſt: given pe. 
be with me wwbere 1 am; that they nay l. 


bold my Glory, which thou haſt given me. 


Surely rhe ſeeing of Chriſt's Glory will 
be a great Addition to the Saints Happi- 
neſs. It is a bleſſed Thing to fee him 
through the Latteſs of Ordinances, but 
much more to ſee him Face to Face. 
This Sight of Chriſt's Glory contributes 
two ways to our Bleſſedneſs. 1. As we 
are the Friends of Chriſt, fo we ſhall be 
happy in his Happineſs. If ye loved. me 
(faith Chriſt to his Diſciples) you would 
rejoyce, becauſe I ſaid 1 go unto the Fa: 


ther, for the Father is greater than l. 
This was verity'd in John the Bapt it. The 
Friend of the Bridegroom, which ſtondrib 
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and beareth him, rejoicerb greatly becauſe 
of, the Bridegroom's Voice: this my. Foy * 
therefore is fulfilled. O it is enough to | 
make a Friend and Lover of Chrift hap- 

to ſee him who was abaſed for his x” 
fake, ſo highly advanced at the Fathers 
right Hand ! 2. Phyſically, for the 
Sight of Ch 8 Glory hath a trans form- 
ing Power in it to make us glorious and 
bleſſed. The Apoltle gives this as the 1 
reaſon Why we ſhall be like unto him, bes 1 John 3. » 
cauſe we ſhall fee him as be is. And toe 
Pfalmiſt makes the Vifion of God the 
Cauſe of our Likeneſs to him. As for pfl. 17. 9% 
me, I will behold thy Face in Righteouſ< 
neſs, when I awake I ſhall be ſatisfied 
with thy Likeneſs. _ | 
_ Fourthly, TH! ' higheſt Glory in 
Heaven to the perfect Man, is the En- - 
joyment of God himſelf. Therefore | 
Chrift faith, Bleſſed are the pure in heart, Math. 5-8. 
| for they ſhall ſee God. The bleſſed God, 
' tbe Father of Glory, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
will raiſe up our natural Faculties to 
the higheſt pitch, and give ſupernatural 
and glorious Endowments to 'make us | 
meet Recipients ; and then will unvail 
his Glory, maniſeſt his Perfection, and 
ſhed abroad his glorious Loye upon us, 
ſo that we ſhall, according to our Capa- TT”. 
city, be filled with his Glomp = 
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III. I SHALL now come in the laſt 
Place to confider, The Relation between 
the Perfettion of the Saints in this Life, 
and their Bleſſedneſs and Glory in the 
Life to come. TTL iS {a 

1. THERE is the Relation of an 

Antecedent and Conſequent. Sincere 

Grace is given firſt, and Glory after» 

wards, and this not in an arbitrary. Way, 


: Pal. 34 er. but according to a fixed Rule. He /hall 


give Grace and Glory. The Connexion 
between thele is certain and infallible : 
without this Perfection there is no 
Bleſſedneſs, For without Holineſs no Man 
ſhall ſee God: And whoſoever is perfect 
in the Senſe before explain d hath the 
fulleſt certainty, from the Order and 
Promiſe of God, of Eternal Happineſs. 
For to them who by patient continuance 
in well-doing , ſeek for Glory, Honour, 
Immortality; he will give Eternal Life. 
2. SINCERE Holineſs hath ſuch a 
Relation to the Heavenly Glory. as there 
is between the Way and the End; or, as 
there is between Meetneſs and Poſſeſſion. 
Recerving the End of your Faith the Salva- 
tion of your Souls. Hence, good Works 
are ſaid to be Via ad Regnum, non cauſa 
regnandi; The Way to the Kingdom, not 
the cauſe of reigning. O whar a vaſt 
Difference is there between theſe / as 


a much 
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A I Funeral Sermon, 25 
much as. there is between going tb a 
Feaſt, and a Right of fitting down and 
partaking of it: Or, going to the Ex- 
chequer, and having Right by the King's 
Warrant to receive a Thouſand Pounds. 
Meetneſs is one Thing, and ſtrict Right 
is another. The Heir (faith the Apò- e 4.1. 
ſtle) as long as he is a Child, differeth no- 

thing from a Servant, though he be Lord 

of all. He hath as good a Right as 

ever he will have, but he hath not 
Poſſeſſion and Uſe, becauſe he wants 


that Maturity of Knowledge and Wif.- 


dom, that is neceſſary to his perſonal 
Enjoyment of it. It is therefore neceſ- 
flary to diſtinguiſh r Jus and Apti- + Grotius 
tudo. It is neceſſary insthe Law and Sives 2 ve- 
Goſpel too. Our Right to Life is , fine Ex: 


plication 


only by the Blood of Chriſt; Having of che dif- 


boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the ferenee be- 


Blood of Feſus. But our Meetneſs ariſeth tween Ju 


| and Aptr- 
from Sanctification, therefore the Apo- , De 


{tle Paul gives Thanks for the Colof- ;uretelli gs 


frans that 104 had made IE hem meet | tb pacis. Lib. 
be Partakers of the Inheritance of the i. Cap. I. 


VIII. Recte 


in Fine „ we deb 
men notatum a ri Magiſtro. Nam cum Cyrus, puero minori, mino- 


rem tunicam ſed alienam attribuiſſet, & majri, contra majorems 


docuit eum magiſter: Tunc quidem ubi conſtitutus eſſet arbitrator 
ejus quod cuique conveniret, ita agendum eſſe. At ubi judicandum 


eſſet utrius eſſet tunica, id ſpectandum utra poſſeſſis juſtior, eum- 


ne rem habere qui vi abſtuliſſet, an qui feciſſet aut emiſſet. Ex 
inſtitut one Cyti lib. L. | | 3 
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= Saints in Light, by a Work of the Holy 
1 Ghoſt upon them, as is intimated in the 
lame Place. And the ſame Apoſtle , 


d 


when he had compared the World of 


2 Tim 20 Mankind to a great Houſe, in which are 
' many Veſſels, and ſome to Honour, and 
ame to Diſbonour; he tells us, if '2 Man 


; purge himſelf, he ſhall be a Veſſel of 
nuour, ſantlify'd and prepared for his Ma- 
ſter g uſe, Not as if our Election did de- 
pend upon our Holineſs, ( as the Arm:- 3 

| nians would interpret it) but becauſe we 
cannot know our Election, but by the 
Fruits of it. For the Apoſtle had ſpo | 
ken of a double Seal to the Foundation 

of God, the privy Seal, the Lord &nows 

_ them that be his, and the publick Seal, 
I Let every one that names the name of 
Chriſt depart from Iniquity. And from | 
_ thence we may be ſure, that we ſhall be 
Veſſels for the Glorious Uſe of our Ma- 

fue in Heavens. ps iy. 
3. HENCE it follows, That theſe have 
not the Relation of Work and Wages ; | 
or of Merit and ſtrict Reward: for our 
beſt Duty's are of no Advantage to God, } 
they need pardoning Mercy, and our Spi- 
Titual Abilities to perform them are from 

God: What Room is there then left} 

for Merit? Can any be profitable unto 
” God, as he that is wiſe may be profitable | 
Job. 22. 2. 0 himſelf? Muſt not the moſt Excellent} 
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ne, O my God, concerning this alſo; an = 
= ſpare me. according to the Greatneſs of Y 
thy Mercy. And with the faithful and n 
'Z induſtrious Paul, I /aboured more abun- 1 Cor. 15.1 i 
dantiy than they all, yet not I, but the Y 
Grace of God that was with me. It is ; 
ſaid, indeed,, (they are the Words of 
our Saviour, ) They ſhall walk with me in 
Z white, for they are worthy, But this is Rev. 3. . 
nothing elſe but Meetneſs, which the 
= Greeks expreſs by ata, and Ea. As Math. 3. 8. 
ſpo ·vhen the Baptiſt commands the Phariſces 
tion and Sadducees, to bring forth Fruits worthy 
ows e z the true Sence is given by 
eal, our Interpreters, in theſe Words, Fruits 
of, meet for Repentance. So again, we are 
rom required to Walk worthy rhe Vocation Eph 4 7. 
be wherewith we are called, and to walk wor- 
Ma- thy of God, &c. The Sence of which Words, 
cannot ſafely be extended further, than 
ave #7 to expreſs a Meetneſs in our Converſati- 
zes; on, to the Grace of God beſtowed upon 
our us. | IF 
zd, 4. And Laſtiy, Y ET this Bleſſedneſs 
Spi- is given in away of Reward to the Per- 
rom fect. For no doubt, it is lawful for us to 
left ſpeak, as the Scripture doth: And 
unte therefore, they are for over-Goſpeling, 
able who affirm, that to encourage our ſelves 
lent with the hope of a Rs, is mercena- 
| | * . 
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© X Funeral Sermon. 
ty. Surely they do not conſider, what 
Heb 1 26. the Apoſtle faith of Moſes, that He bud | 
4 @:reſpett to the Recompenſe of the Re. 
| ward: Nor of him, that was greater 
Heb. 12. 2. than Moſes, even of Chriſt himſelf, Mo 
or the Foy that was ſet before him, en- 
dared the Croſs and diſpiſed the Shame. | 
And ſurely none will ſay that Chriſt was 
mercenary. ' Yer I will allow that as 4 
Pious Saying, and the Author a devout © 
Perſon; Burn Heaven and quench Hell, 
yer will I ove and fear my Gad; If the 
Meaning be no more than this, that there 
1s, and ought to be in every true Chriſti- 
an, an higher Principle in his Obedience, 
than the mere Hope of the Reward: And 
that the Love of God, ought to be the 
chief Spring of all the Actions of 'a | 
Chriſtian Life. It is finful Defire, or | 
Concupiſcence, which refers all to it 
felt; yet it is not Repugnant to the | 
Love of God, to have an Eye to the Re- 
ward, if this be the leſs Principal Mo- 
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tive to Obedience. If we did well con- | 
ſider our own Nature, and the Way of | 
Divine Goverment by the Word and Spi- 
rit, we ſhould not deny, that Heaven 
hath ſomething of the Nature of a Re- 
ward : And if we did confider the Due- 
_ nels of our Obedience. the Freeneſs of 
Divine Grace, and the Fulneſs of Chriſt's 
Merits, we {hould nor carry the Nation | 
of a Reward too far; as is eafily and | 
Mo frequently | 
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fre uently done. A Reward 18 either tak- : 
En icly and properly, for Aa righteous 


Recompence given for Service done, and 
ſo it includes Merit in it; for that the 
not beſtowing of it would be unjuſt; 


and thus it is certain, it can have no 


lace in God's diſpenſing of Eternal 
ife to his People. Or, 2. In a lower 


| GSence, for that which is given to'ſhew | 
the Liberality of the Rewarder, and his 


Deſire of encouraging Vertuous Actions; 
which being difficult by reaſon of Cor- 


& ruption within, and Temprations and Suf- 


ferings from without, are ſweetned by 


the Wiſe Ordination of God, with the 

hope of the Reward : And thus the Bene- 
fit promiſed in the Covenant of Grace, 
may come under this denomination. 


That which creates the Difficulty in our 


= Minds is this, that ordinarily a Reward 
doth connote Merit, which is too proud 
= a Word for the Lovers of Chriſt to ad- 
mit. Therefore, if we could find out a 
= Reward, that doth not include any 


Merit in it, this would beſt ſuir the Caſe 


in hand, and ſettle in us right Apprehen- 


ſions about it. And doth not the Apo- 
{tle greatly relicve us in this point, ſhew- 


ing us there may be a Reward where 
there is no Merit. 1 Cor. 9. 24, 25. Know 
Ve not, that they which run in a Race, 
run all, but one. receivetb the prize 2. ja 
un tbat ye may obtain, And every one 
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that ſtriveth for the Meſtery, 


'FF 


1 temp 
rate in all things: Now they doi it to ob- 
tain a corruptible' Crown but we an in. 
corruptible. Now that which I obſerve 
is this, that the holy Ghoſt compares hi 
Chriſtian Life to he Iſthmaic Games, 
which were well known at Corinth, a 
pu inſtituted for the exerciſing of their 
outh, for to make them more fit for the 
Service of their Country in War and 
Peace. 

1. THE Racers and Wreſtlers dieted 
themſelves, that they might be more fit 
for their ſeveral Exerciſes; ſo we muſt 
be temperate in all things. 2. They ha 
their Laws given them which were to be 
obſerved; ſo we who ſtrive for a better 
Maſtery, muſt ſtrive lawfully. 3. There 
was a Reward and Encouragement to 
them that overcame, and a Judge ap- 

ointed to derermine their Pretenſions. 

the Apoſtle tells us, there 2 a Crown 
Righteouſneſs, which God the Ri ghteous 
Fudge ſhall groe to thoſe that love rife s 
pearing. 4. The Racer or Wreſtler did 
merit nothing; no more do we; we do 


— 
* 


not ſo much as Merit in a way of diftri- 
butive Juſtice; as when the Law pro- 
miſerh a Reward to a Subject: For in 
this Caſe, there is ſomething of Grace, 
and ſomething of Merit ; but in ours 
there! is no Merit at all. Rom, 11. 6, 
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1 USE. IF the perfeQ are bleſſed in 
their Death, then it is a clear and 
very eaſy Inference, that Hypocrites 
and ungodly Men are miſerable at 
Death. They are never happy, but 
then they begin to be very miſerable. 
For the common Rule doth infallibly 
hold in this caſe. The perfect are 
bleſſed in their Death, hut the ungod- 
ly are not ſo; when Death ſhall ſeize 
upon them, it ſhall deliver them over 
to the ſecond Death; and then their 
| caſe is woful, eaſcleſs, and reme- 
dileſs: For the Law of God they 
have broken, and the Goſpel theß 
ave deſpiſed, ſo that nothing remains 
ut that Juſtice ſhould be glorify'd in 
eir Deſtruction, which will be the 
eavier , becauſe they have added 
Rebellion to their Sin. There is but 
one Attribute in God, that ſuch Sin- 
ners can have any hope in, and that 
is Mercy; but herein they deceive 
themſelves; foreven Mercy will plead 
againſt them, I have wazted ſo long, 
T have called jo often, and have been 
_  rejefted in ſuch a ſcornful manner, 
that every baſe luſt hath been preſerd 
before me; therefore I will laug b at 
ther 


. 


. T 


5 


1 


their Calamity, and mock when. their 
fear cometh. Olet them conſider what 
Mercy it is, that they deceive them- 
ſelves with, to their everlaſting Un- 
doing: It is an uncovenanted Mercy, 
2 Mercy without Chriſt without 
__ the Spirit of Grace, without Faith, 
Repentance and Holineſs. But alaſs 
vhere will the poor Sinner find ſuch 
a Mercy to fave hmm 


= — * 
* 


3. THIS ſhews us, why the Wicked de- 
- fire to dye the Death of the Righteous, 
and would chuſe to habe their latter 
End like unto theirs, The reaſon is, 
becauſe they know that Deſtruction is 
to the Wicked, and a ſtrange Puniſb- 


ment to the Workers of Iniguity; 
whereas the Righteous ſhall enter in- 
wih Foy of their Lord. Hence it is, 


> q - 


that ſome of them will cry to the 
Ee... . Saints of God, give us of your Oyl, 
nn for our Lamps are gone out; and o- 
9 thers will ſay give us of your Oyl, for 
we never had any, either inour Lamps 
or in our Veſſels. | 
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3. IF Sincerity of Life be accompany'd 
with an happy End, this ſhews us the 
- reaſon, why Satan attacks the People 
of God in the Honr of Death, with 
_ Accufations of Inſincerity. This is 
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XZ Mr. Dod, that faithful Servant of the 
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one of his poiſoned Darts, and is moſt f 
troubleſome of all at ſuch a time. If 

he cannot bring us to Hell, he will bring 
Fell to us: And his Rage is the greater, 
in that he ſeeth his Time is ſhort. Olxd 


9 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who dyed in the 95th. 
= Year of his Age, told his Friends, the 
Morning before he dyed, . that he had 
the Night before a fore Conflict with 


4 Satan, who told him he had been an 
= Hypocrite, and preached Chriſt for. 
= baſe and low ends. But, ſaid he, I an- 


72 


= ſwered him with the Parable of the Pro- 
= digal, and the Hiſtory of the Publican. 
4. HOW much then doth it con- 
cern us, to clear up our Sincerity to our 
ſelves? If we would dye comfortabl ß, 
we mult be able to aſſure our Hearts be · 
fore God, through the Teſtimony of 
the Holy Ghoſt. We cannot ſay much. 

good of our ſelves, but we muſt be 
able to ſay through Grace, Thou know- Jeb 10. 7. 

| eft thut I am not wicked: and that I de. New 1. fx. 


tre to fear thy Name. And with Peter, .  . - 


- 


. 


think, there is a ſhorter way to a com- 

| forrable Dying, by a ſecret they have 
hid from the Eyes of others; but 

this is the way that the Spirit of 


thou Rknoweſt that I love thee. Some 8 
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God commends to us, If ye do theſe 3 


Lord Feſus thou knoweſt all things, John a1. 17 
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ee ye ſhall 'never fall for ſo an En. ; 
trance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abun- 
dantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. And 
„ Tim. 6, We are required To lay up a good founda- 
199 lion againſt the time 10 come; not of 
* Dr. Bates Merit but Aſſurance *. He that hath 
7: pert. p. Riches, which is the caſe that the 
Fpolte puts, and is not rich in good 
ks, and ready to communicate 
them to Chriſt in his Members, doth 
not lay up a good Foundation of AL 
ſurance and Comfort at Death: So he 
that hath Power, Wiſdom and Honour, 
and doth not ule them for Chriſt : and 
in a word, every one that doth not 
endeavour to mortifie Sin, and grow 
in Grace, doth neglect to lay the Foun- 
dation of a Joyous End. And let not any | 
think, the want of this may be ſupply'd 
by a ſtrong Truſt in the Lord Telus | 
Chriſt, (ihe indeed it is the beſt thing 
2 Chriſtian can do, when he comes to 
die) for ſuch a ſtrong Acting of Faith 
will not be in your own Power; and 4 : 
if you ſhall be enabled by the Spirit, 
yet it doth not follow, that you ſhall 
have the joy of Faith, but you have 
Cauſe rather to fear it will be deny'd | 
you; becauſe you have neglected the 
means, which God hath appointed you, | 
in Order to an Abundant 275 in. 1 : 
to Heaven. 
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75 | 5. THE N all the Children of G 

„ of © ſhould be willing to die. They ſhould uv 
and not meet Death as the King of Ter- vn 
da. rors, but as the Meſſenger of the Prince 1 
ot of of Peace. It is no loſs, but the great: il 


Feſt Gain to them. They part with a SS 
Body of Sin and Death, for a Crown © \ 
of Life and Glory. And yet alas! how _ . 
Funwilling are moſt Chriſtians to leave i 
this World? How few can ſay with 
the Apoſtle, I deſire to depart, and 10 
be with Chrift, which is beſt of all. 
# THIS is a very diſhonourable thing 
to the People of God; it doth greatly 
reflect upon their holy Profeſhon it 
diſcourages the weak, and hardens the 
Wicked in their Unbelief. | 
Object. B U J poſſibly ſome may ob- 
| ject after this manner: I like the End, 
but not the Way; it is not Heaven that 
& 1 fear, but Death and the Grave; and 
it ſeems to me, that if thoſe words of | 
our Saviour, Whoſoever lrveth and be- Jou 11. 26. 
= zcveth in me ſhall never die, were to 
be underſtood of Natural Death, he 
halt had been a more acceptable Saviour to 
e many: And why might it not be fo, 
-ny'q when the price of his Blood is of in- 
1 * finite Value? | — _ 
I Anſiver Firſt, GOD doth not 
continue Death in the World, to his 
People, upon any ſuch accounts as | 
4 TA” theſe 


5 


AY 37 


- "theſe, as if Chriſt had not fully ſatis- 
© fied for our Sins; or as if he had not 
made Atonement for us; Or, as if the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt were for the 
diſcharging of us from eternal puniſh 
ment, and we were left to bear part 

of the Curſe our ſelves in this Life. 

All which would leſſen the Grace of 
God, the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
the Conſolation of Behevers. Death 
indeed remains, but not as the Curſe 
Gai, 3. 13. Of the Law, for Chriſt hath redeemed 
u from the Curſe of the Law, being 
made a Curſe for us. Vea, he hath 
x Cor. 3 turn d it into a Goſpel Bleſſing: For all 
#1, . things (ſaith the Apoſtle) are yours: 
tohet her Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the World, or Life, or Death, or things 
preſent, or things to come; all are 
yours; and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt 
is God's. Death is as much ours, as 
Life is; yea as much ours, as the Gifts 
of Chriſt's Miniſters, and to add a great- 
er word, as much ours as Heaven it 
ſelf. For we hold all theſe by the 
ſame Tenure, A// are yours, ye are 
Chriſt's, and he is God's. That is our 

Title to all theſe things. 1 

2. THO? it would have been more 
pleaſing to us, to have Death taken 
away, yet if we had but a perfect and 
clear view of the deep . Ky 
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| God, we ſhould judge it belt, 
| And in this caſe, we may call to mind 
that Excellent Saying of Chriſt to Pe- 


= but thou . ſhalt know hereufter. This 
we may apprehend for the preſent, 
that God makes great Uſe of Death 
for the aboliſhing of Sin. And tho? 
God could do that another way, yet 
this is rhe beſt way becauſe God hath 
cholen th 7 7 he 4. 


4 


Death, with reſpect to his People, 
then there would have been a greater 
| diſtinction between the Righteous and 


would allow. But God hath - ordained 


it Men. It is the Spirit of Holineſs, not 
the MW Riches, or Honours, or long Life, or 
are © Immunity from Death, that is the 
our KK Earneſt of their Inheritance. 

4. DEATH is nor fo terrible a 
ore thing, but Faith and Love in frequent 
cen IM Exerciſe, will make us willing to paſs 
ind thro' it, to the Fruition of God our 


Saviour. Eſpecially if we look on 
5 Death 


ter; What I do now thou knoweft not, John 37. 


3. IF Chriſt had wholly aboliſhed 


the Wicked, than the nature of Faith 


in the Goſpel, that we ſhould live by 
Faith. It is obſervable therefore, that 
as the Pledg and Earneſt which is given to 
ifts the Servants- of God, is no viſible thing _ 
at- that doth affect the Eyes and Senſes of 
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Death in the Glaſs of the Goſpel; for 
there we ſhall behold Chriſt on the 
Croſs overcoming of our Enemies, and 
we ſhall fee Death it ſelf gaſping, 

Dr. Il. Bar- With its Sting plucked out, and all its 
row. Terrors quelled : His Death hath pre- 
: —_ ours and brought in Immorta- 
: - Itty. 


UE 6. Laftly,, THIS affordsa | 

great. Conſolation in the Death of | 

Friends and Relations, how dear ſoe- | 

ver they were to us. It is true, the 

more Excellent and Uſeful they were, 

the greater is our Loſs: but then it 

muſt withall be confidered the greater 

is their Gain. As we may mourn, for 

that we are deprived of their pleaſant 

=o and holy Converſation, ſo we may and 
= ought to rejoyce, that they enjoy a 
1 | better. What Chriſt ſaid to his Diſ- 


. 


2 


ciples, that we may ſuppoſe our de- 

* ceaſed Friends and Relations would ſay 
to us; if ye loved us, ye would re- 
Joyce, becauſe we go unto the Father ; 
Or, rather, becauſe we are with the 
Father. They have exchanged Earth 
for Heaven, an imperſect for a perfect 
State, Holineſs for Glory, Faith for 
Viſion, Hope for Fruition. They are 
gone from us, but they are not loſt 
to us: they are not ſwallowed up 
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of Death, neither are they ſeparated = 

everlaſtingly from us: For thoſe which + Ther. 4 

fleep in Feſus will God bring with him. 13, 14. 
This is the Apoſtle's Argument, why 

we ſhould not mourn as thoſe that haue 

no hope. Wheretore let the furviving 

Relations of Mr: Samuel! Ciſp (whole 
Death occaſioned this Diſcourſe) com- 

fort themſelves with theſe words. 


eee 


. 1 


FOR he was one of thoſe whom 
the Pſalmiſt points out to us in the 
Text; Mark the Perfed Man, and be- 
hold the Upright : for the end of that 
Man is Peace. There was as great 
Appearance of Goſpel Perfection in 
him, as in moſt Profeſſors of Religion, 
I have known, | 


HE was one, who for many Yeats 
was acquainted with the Ways of 
God, and walked in them. He was 
one that magnified the Grace of God 
in Chriſt, and did not forget-to main- 
tain good Works; without which the 
former is fo far from ben of any 


Value, that it is rather to be look*r up- 
on as a blaſpheming of Chriſt. Nei- 
ther did he overlook the Rewardable- 

neſs of good Works in the ſenſe be- 

fore explain 
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HE was a Perſon of great Integrity 
of Soul towards God and toward Man, | 
à true Nathaniel, and (allowing for 
the Infirmities that are incident to 
God's Children) an Jraelite indeed, in 
whom was no guile. He kept to his 
Profeſſion in bad times as well as good; 
and could bear the Wind in his Face 
in the Way of Heaven. Ts 


— 


4 ul 


HE was well reported of by thoſe IE 
that are without, and alſo by. them that 
worſhip God in a different Mode from 
vs; and I may ſay Integrity preſervd | 
F n Hypocrite may dreſs well, | 
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um. : | 
but his unſound Heart will diſcover it 
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HE was much with God in private 
Prayer; he often prevented the Dawn- th 
ings of the Day in this Holy Exerciſe : ' 
God was his Refuge in time of Trouble, If x; 
he poured out his Complaint unto |} Ip 
him, and met with Suſtentation and fe 
„„ „„ og 


m 
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HE took Singular Delight in the 
Holy Scriptures : He read them dili- 
gently. and for his own Entertainment 

- -wrote them over in the Original Lan- 
gvages, ( in which he had no mean 
Skill) that they might make the more 


10 


. 
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powerful Impreſſion on his Mind and 
Memory. And this you know is one 
of the Characters of the Bleſſed Man, 

Pal. 1. And this Delight of his was 


ſuch, that he found it the moſt Sove- 
raign Relief againſt all Diſorders of 
the Mind, arifing from the Troubles of 
tte World or otherwiſe. | 
= HE hath been for many Years of 
Note amongſt thoſe, who have ſet 
* & themſelves to promote the Goſpel and 
WW Kingdom of Chriſt. He was of the 
rt of thoſe that joined in the Church 
| BE Communion in the Way of the Non- 
„conformiſt in this Town, and if I mi- 
© ſtake not, the Survivor of them all. 
7 HIS Love to the Name of God 
© made him a Reprover in the Gate, for 
- I choſe common and infamous Sins f 


> 


Swearing, and taking God's Name in 


„ vain. Auguſtus Ceſar gave this as a 


o 


O WW ſpecial Command to hisNobles and OE 


W ficers, That they ſhould not ſuffer his 
| Name to be made roo Common. And 
ſhall a mortal Man, tho*God by Of- 


© fice, be ſo tender of his Royalty, how 
1 becoming then, is it of the Great God, 


by . 5 his Creatures, never to uſe 
18 1 


rence, 


ame, but with the greateſt Reve- 
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rence, and to bind over the guilty to 
by the ſevereft Puniſhment ? Let ſuch is 
the prevailing Atheiſm and Impiety of 
the Age, that many think not them- 
ſelves Genteel enough in Converſa- 

; tion, unleſs they make bold with the 
Name of God. 'This he was wont to 
reprove in all Company where he was 
preſent: And ſuch was his Reſolution 

and Courage in the Cauſe of God, that 

he would not ſpare thoſe of the high- 
eft-Rank. If we had many of his Spi- 

rit and Temper, it would be a great 
bleſſing in this degenerate Age. The 
Tongue of the juſt it as choice Silver, 

but the Heart of the wicked is little 
Worth. e 0 
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HE was a True and Faithful Friend, 
uſque ad aras, and would take as much 

| Pains in ſerving of his Friend, as any 

J have been acquainted with. And this 

took not up a {mall part of his Time, 

. iiiill his valetudinary State confin'd him 
= to his Home. In ſome things he was 
= of a warm Temper, yet always com-| 
. paſſionate to the Afflicted and Neceſſi- 
tous, and took all Opportunities of 
fſerving them in his Sphere. He would 

| © often repeat thoſe' Words of our Sa- 
Joh 9 4. Viour: I muſt work while it is Day, 
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me Night cometh when no Man can 


IN a Word, he was very patient 
under the afflicting Hand of God, tho? 
his Pains were very acute. And with 
great Compoſure of Mind and Refig- 
nation to the Divine Will, he ſubmit 
ted himſelf to that Operation that is 
terrible to Nature. He ſaid juſt before 
This 1s the longeſt: Day of the Tear, and 
this may be my Admiſſion into an Ever. 
laſting Day. 


11 AND tho' his Spirits were ſo ſunk 
e by the loſs of Blood, and the length of 
the Operation, (which I mention with. 

cout blame to any) that he ſpake but 
id, = little, and very low, yet by what he 
ch you it did appear, that he had the 
omforts of the Holy Ghoſt in his laſt 


* Moments. 
im I MAY, therefore, apply the words 
ri of the Apoſtle to him, though no Mini- 


i fter, 2 Tim. 4. 7. He hath fought: the 
ff. good Fight, he bath finiſhed his Courſe, he 
of = hah kept the Faith. Henceforthis laid up 
uld = for bim a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
Cod the Righteous Fudge ſhall give to 
ay, im at that Day. and not to him ** 
7 | | 4 
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A Funeral Sermon. | 
but to all them that love his appearing. * 
Lea, it is given to him in part already. 


Ou R Work is to improve this Diſ- 
penſation, ſo as to make a ſuitable 
1 our great Change. An 
you that are his near Relations are ſpe- 

cially concern d. There hath been four 
very loud Calls of God in your Fami- | 
ly, and one of them from the Ends of | 
the Earth. You have loſt a Father and 
Mother, a Brother and Siſter, in leſs 
than three Years. time; hereby Chriſt i 
is knocking at the Door of your Hearts: MF 
You are now to conſider, whether ou 
will open to him or not. And O, that 
before this Diſcourſe be over, which 
now draws near to an End, you would 
all reſolve to give up your ſelves unto 
God thro? Jeſus Chriſt. Your good 
Father hath inſtructed, exhorted, and 
reproved you; yea, and poured out 
many Prayers for you. But if after 
all, you ſhall reject the Counſel of God, 
againſt your Gives (which God forbid) 
then all. theſe Priviledges and Bleſſings 
will riſe up in Judgment againft you. 
And he himſelf will ſay Amen, to the 
Juſt and terrible Sentence of the Lord 
Chriſt againſt you, Depart ye Curſed 
into everlaſting Fire, &c. 5 
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Company of the Prophane, eſpecially 
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A Funeral Sermon. 
HOLY Mr. BOUL TON on his 
Death-bed, charged his Children, that 
none of them ſhould meet him in a 
ſtate of Unregeneracy in the Day of 
Chriſt. Let me beſeech you in Chriſt's 
ſtead, and in his who will now ſpeak 
to you no more, that ye be reconciled _ 
unto God. And to that End, take heed 
of affected Infidelity, for that which is 
natural in all Mens Hearts is too much. 
Govern not your ſelves by the Princt- 
ples of worldly Men, or their Practi- 
ces, if you would not have your Por- 


tion with them. Atrend to the Checks 


of Conſcience, leaſt it be ſeared as with 
an hot Iron. Obſerve rhe Motions of 


the Spirit, and when the Waters are 


ſtirred, haſten to the Pool for a Cure. 
Uſe the beſt Means, attend upon the 
moſt powerful Miniſtry, and ſhun the 


of the Scoffers at Religion, who would 
make others as Mad as themſelves. 
Theſe things lay upon you, though 
God do all in your firſt Converſation. _ 
And this is an Hint to me, in the laſt” 
place, to add this, that you pray con- 


tinually for God's ſpecial Grace, that 


will infallibly cure an hard Heart. Now 
if it were a mall Thing that I ſpeak 
to you about, Who would blame you 
much. 
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inexcuſable will your 
Guilt be, 75 you ſhall refuſe theſe 
Overcures of Mercy, which may 
ſibly be the laſt, which God w 
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THE Gracious God haſten the ful 
filling of his Promiſes and Prophefi 
of Old; the Relief of his AMict 
Church and People; the Accompliſhs 
ment of the Number of his Elect; and 
with that the Times of Refreſhmen 
om the Preſence of the Lord, when 
he ſhall come to be glorifed in his 


Saints, and admired in all them that 
believe. MEN. 
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